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Notrees gnd Cowmé;m@

See the Calendar on our web site for latest updates or details.

Next Competition - Mon. Feb. 2, In-person & Zoom

Submission Rules - Members may enter a maximum of two
projected images. On months with prints, a maximum of three
images may be submitted as three prints or a combination of
prints and (up to two) projected images.

Our meeting judge for February will be Michael Fredrich.

In stating his philosophy, he says, “I look for what works in
an image and then suggest how it could be improved. I feel
constructive criticism is important to help photographers grow.
I'look for technical competence with an attention to detail”

Categories for February - Besides the monthly categories of
Mono and Color - the challenge categories will be Creative
and Journalism projected and prints.

Creative Category

Creative photography is producing an image through the
use of imaginative skill or originality of thought including
the altering of reality. No image should be eliminated from
competition simply because it looks realistic, provided it
shows originality of concept. Creative images may include
modifications in the darkroom, on the computer, or in the
camera, as well as unusual points of view, imaginative use
of subject matter or lighting, or any other presentation that
begins with the maker’s photograph ora. . . MORE

Journalism Category

Images with informative content and emotional impact

« Reflecting the human presence in our world.

« The journalistic (story-telling) value of the image should
receive priority over pictorial quality.

« Images that misrepresent the truth, such as those from

events or activities arranged specifically for photography, or of

subjects directed or hired for photography, are not eligible.

« The title should identify the activity (answer who, what,
where, when and why) and complement the story as shown in
the image and is restricted to 200 characters including spaces
in this category.

Allowed editing techniques:

« Cropping, straightening and perspective correction.

« Removal or correction of elements added by the camera or
lens, such as dust spots, noise, chromatic aberration and lens
distortion.

« Global and selective adjustments such as brightness, hue,
saturation and contrast to restore the appearance of the original
scene. ... MORE

Print Competitions Schedule

Prints will be judged every other month along with projected.
For 2026, prints will be judged in . . .

Feb- Journalism, Creative, Mono, Color
April - Nature, Travel Mono, Color

June- Journalism, Creative, Mono, Color
August - Nature, Travel, Mono, Color
October - Journalism, Creative, Mono, Color
December - Nature, Travel, Mono, Color

Special Interest Group Links below

(Click on any SIG title for detailed information)
Special Interest Group - Seeing in Sixes

Special Interest Group in Monochrome Photography
Special Interest Group in Photoshop

Special Interest Group - Novice Only

Special Interest Group - Bird Photography

Special Interest Group - Hands-on Editing

Special Interest Group - Astrophotography

Special Interest Group - Eastern Sierra Photography
Special Interest Group - Landscape Photography

2016 - A New York Minute

Monthly Hands-on Photo Editing Session - register to attend -
Check the Club Calendar for dates, usually the last Wednesday of
the month 3:45 - 5:45 at the Saratoga Library.

We'll edit photos you bring. How to Register: - Log-on to club
website, Click event under ‘calendar” Questions, email here

losgatos—saratogacameraclub.org
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Member Biography - Dayne Reast, Joined 07/2025

I am from England, and have been living in San Jose for almost 30 years, and
now retired from the tech industry. I have been a photographer for over 25 years.
It started for me when I went on a few road trips soon after moving to the US,
taking a point-and-shoot film camera with me, and coming back with 20+ rolls
of film. It was then that I realized that there was something there for me, and was
surprised that a few photos actually turned out OK.

“Recently . . . I found my old film camera, and decided to sign up
for a film/darkroom photography class at De Anza College”

Over the years, I have photographed family, holiday snaps, landscapes, and

seascapes, but now I mainly focus on abstract & architecture.

Recently, on clearing out at home, I found my old film camera, and decided

to sign up for a film/darkroom photography class at De Anza College, and

to challenge myself with some new skills. I am enjoying the tactile nature of working in the darkroom and the
magic of seeing the print appear in the developer. Also, pleased with the results, I am continuing with a few
more film photography classes, and hoping to try a few experimental techniques.

I included photographs that represent various stages in my photographic journey. One shows the first time that I
realized that it is possible to create art. The second is my favorite so far on my adventures in the darkroom.

See more from Dayne at -

Website: https://daynereast.myportfolio.com/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/reastiebeastie/
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January Competition Winners Tell Us How They Made It

A Brazilian Cowboys Herding Horses, Alan Levenson, Journalism Projected

Photo taken in Brazil in an area known as the Pantanal. Known for wildlife (particularly Jaguars) and birds, there are large
ranches. This photo was taken at dawn on a ranch where, in addition to cattle, horses were raised. The ranch hands in the
photo were true working cowboys. Photo was taken right at sundown to catch the warm light which was enhanced by the
dust kicked up by the large herd of galloping horses.

Camera was a Nikon Z8 with a Z 180-600 lens at 220mm; 1/640 sec @ £ 6.3, ISO1250
Basic post-processing including noise reduction.

A Bridge Too Far, Jim Katzman, Creative Projected »

Both of my winning images this month had been
entered into our club’s competitions previously and
hadn’t won. This has happened to me many times. So
if you have a good image that doesn’t win, try entering
it later with a different judge! This image was inspired
by another similar image that I saw on another website
where something was emerging out of a mirror. I
thought it would be fun to try it using something more
current like an iPad. I had a 2011 shot of the Cupertino
pedestrian bridge that I composited in photoshop with
a shot of my wife holding my iPad up in my backyard.
I had to do some manipulation of the bridge by
extending the lower part of the frame with a clone tool
and doing a free transform of the extension to show it
emerging out of the frame of the iPad.

Tech details: Shot in 2025 with a Sony A7R4 and a Zeiss
55 mm f1.8 prime lens; aperture priority; 1/8 sec at
£/18; ISO 100; Bias +.3EV. The Bridge was shot in
2011 on a Canon 5D Mark II with a Canon 24-70 {/2.8
lens at 58mm, aperture priority, 0.3 sec at {/5.0, ISO
200, shot on a tripod.
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January Competition Winners Tell Us How They Made It

<« Gentoos in Drizzling Snow. This is
a Gentoo Penguin (Pygoscelis papua)
colony in Antarctica. December, 2025,

Kelly Zhang, Color

This photo was shot from a zodiac
near Half Moon Island in Antarctica in
December, 2025. It was snowing and
the zodiac was bumpy. It was surreal
to see those Gentoos when the zodiac
turned a corner; the ice cave is what
Gentoos call home along with the
amazing scenery of their Antarctica
environment. Sony Al and 600mm
prime lens.

In Memoriam - Frank Gehry who passed last
month: just one of his many great works -
Guggenheim Museum Side View, Bilbao, Spain

Jim Katzman, Monochrome Projected |

At the end of a cruise, we spent some time in

the Basque country of Spain. The Guggenheim
museum in Bilbao took my breath away. It was
gorgeous and the architecture was unique. No one
is allowed to take photos inside the museum (I
think they want to sell their own postcards), but

I shot hundreds of images outside the museum.
The setting alongside a river with spectacular
bridges is incredible too. Combine that with the
stunning architecture of the museum and you
have a photographers’ delight! I shot many images
in color and most people shoot the side of the
museum on the water. This is a view that is not as
popular as that side, and I thought it would make
a great mono. I converted it to mono using DXO Silver Efex Pro 2.

Tech details: Canon 5D Mark IT and a Canon 24-70 {/2.8 lens at 62mm; 1/800 sec at {/5.6; ISO 125; aperture priority

losgatos—saratogacameraclub.org 5
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January Second Place Competition Winners

© Irina Nekrasova

All results and all images from a competition can be seen by clicking here.

losgatos—saratogacameraclub.org 6
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End-of-Year Awards Page 1 of 2

1st Journalism Projected 2025
Bridge Fire, Santa Cruz Mountains
by Mercury Freedom

Color Prints

1 -Terrestrial Extraterrestrial by Tim Meadows

2 -Little Waterfall Uvas Canyon by Chris Cassell

3 - Light's Medieval Embrace: Turku, Finland by Jim Katzman
HM - Adult/Juvenile Bison. Grand Teton NP by Anar Daswani

Creative Prints

1 -Location, Location, Location! by Chris Cassell
2 -Cosmic Chardonnay by Tim Meadows

3 -Searching for Sherlock by Jim Katzman

Journalism Prints

1 -Practice at Helyer Velodrome in San Jose by Jim Katzman
2 -Day of Remembrance San Jose Japantown by Chris Cassell
3 -Kindergartner in school yard at Play by Jim Katzman

Click to see images from all results from EQY awards
Select Sunday Dec. 7, 2025 EQY by category at —
https://www.losgatos-saratogacameraclub.org/
Competitions/CompetitionResults.aspx

Color Projected

1 -Measured Growth by Irina Nekrasova

2 -Cosmic Volcano by Rick Whitacre

3 -A well deserved drink by Pam Perkins

HM - Comet A6 Lemmon by Paul Dileanis

HM - River Visitor by Tim Aston

HM - Young man in Hat by Sue Anawalt

HM - Machete-ridge-Pinnacles NP by Paul Dileanis
HM - Two trumpeters from Cuba by Kelly Zhang
HM - In coming tide at coastal canyon by Eric Gray

Creative Projected

1 -Embrace the beauty of the still moment by Irina Nekrasova
2 -Peering Through by Eric Gray

3 -The Cowcat Who Jumped Over the Moon by Debbie Sy
HM -Monterey Eye of Anemone by Charlie Gibson

HM -Rhythms of the Badlands by Mary Ellen Kaschub

Journalism Projected

1 -Bridge Fire, Santa Cruz Mtns by Mercury Freedom

2 -Brighton Denevan creates beach art by Don Schremp

3 -Aztec dancer San Jose by Debbie Sy

HM -Tony Bettenhausen on his second pit stop by Rick Varley
HM -Turkish street cats are well fed by Anar Daswani
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End-of-Year Awards Page 2 of 2

1st in Travel Prints 2025 Pastels at Sunset by Tim Meadows

Monochrome Prints

1 -Windy Day at Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse by Tim Meadows
2 -Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes, Death Valley by Chris Cassell
3 - Enwrapped by Tim Meadows

HM - Inside a concert grand piano by Jim Katzman

Nature Prints

1 -Great Egret At the Mouth of the Smith River CA by Jim Lamb
2 -Juvenile Ospreys fight over a piece of fish by Anar Daswani

3 -One month old Rhino with mother by Jerry Held

Travel Prints

1 -Pastels at Sunset - Trapani, Sicily by Tim Meadows

2 -Wintry Morning, Mars Desert Research Station by Chris Cassell
3 -Fishermen on Inle Lake by Harlan Crowder

Click to see images from all results from EQY awards
Select Sunday Dec. 7, 2025 EOY by category at —
https://www.losgatos-saratogacameraclub.org/
Competitions/CompetitionResults.aspx

Monochrome Projected

1 & Best-in-Show Award - Oriental Lily by Irina Nekrasova
2 -Eyes that Carry the Road by Susan Lane

3 -On Point by Susan Dinga

HM - West Side Yard by Chiiming Kao

HM - Tender Moment by Irina Nekrasova

HM - Elegance and the Bud by Susan Dinga

HM - Lotus with Hat by Jimmy Pollock

Nature Projected

1 -This serval leaps up mid air to catch a vole by Kelly Zhang

2 -A snowy egret (Egretta thula) fishing by Venu Allavatam

3 -Ouch! A ground squirrel is snatched by Kelly Zhang

HM-Eared Grebes with golden plumes behind eyes by Anar Daswani
HM-Two fledgling Hummingbirds waiting to be fed by Jeffrey Balfus

Travel Projected

1 -Aloft | Bagan, Myanmar by Harlan Crowder

2 -The Majestic Splendor Torres del Paine Massif by Tim Meadows
3 -In the village of Sidi Rahal Beach by Richard Ingles

HM -The exotic Asmat tribe by Pam Perkins

HM -Brewing coffee the old way, Turkey by Anar Daswani
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Can Al Review Images as well as Judges

by Eric Gray-

I recently became a judge for bay area photography clubs. At my very first judging for the Contra Costa Camera Club in
January, I judged the images ahead of time and selected which to award 1-3 places. Then I got an idea.

The idea was based on a video, linked at bottom of page, that spoke of how an AI bot would do at analyzing and reviewing
an image so I decided to try it. I uploaded an image to Google’s Nano Banana and asked it to write a 100 word review of this
monochrome image. Below is the image judged and my notes with the AI opinion to the right of mine.

Intensity

My Image Review

Great impact in this image and well caught at the peak of
intense action. It is sharp throughout and reveals catch
light in the visible eye of each animal. This was shot at a
high speed, maybe 1000/sec or better to stop the action. f-
stop choice allowed sharpness across the foreground while
falling off to a nice bokeh in the background. Good tonal
range throughout with strong blacks and the whites are held
without blowout.

My only suggestion would be to back off the black point or
shadows to get a bit more detail in the dark areas, especially
the horns. Well done.

https://venturephotography.com.au/2025/11/how-
reliable-is-ai-as-a-photo-critic/

Al Review

This capture is a master class in primal tension. By stripping
away the color, you've forced the viewer to confront raw
textures — the course hair, the ridged horns, and the strained
glint in the eye. The symmetrical composition creates a
fascinating Rorschach-like effect, locking the subjects in a
perpetual loop of power.

Technically, the sharpness is impressive, and the bokeh
provides a clean non-distracting stage for the struggle. My
only nitpick? The blacks are pushed quite hard. While it
amps up the drama, a touch more shadow recovery could
reveal even more of that beautiful fur detail. Still, it’s a vivid
and visceral shot.

losgatos—saratogacameraclub.org



http://www.losgatos-saratogacameraclub.org
https://venturephotography.com.au/2025/11/how-reliable-is-ai-as-a-photo-critic/
https://venturephotography.com.au/2025/11/how-reliable-is-ai-as-a-photo-critic/

Iconic Photo Back Story

From Google Gemini — Bridgette Bardot -1934 - 2025 She often used cameras like this Exakta, on the set of Viva Maria in Mexico

Brigitte Bardot was a passionate amateur photographer with a keen eye, using various iconic cameras like Nikon, Leica,
Rolleiflex, Pentax, and Hasselblad, often seen with a Nikon F in the late 60s, turning her love for image-making into an
extension of her artistic self, documented in numerous behind-the-scenes photos from her film career.

Her Connection to Cameras
Beyond the Lens: Bardot wasn't just a subject; she was an image-maker, appreciating cameras as tools for expression, reflecting
her independence and artistic spirit, according to the 99 Cameras Museum.

Famous Examples

During Filming: Photos from the 1960s show her holding cameras, such as an Exakta, on sets like Viva Maria in Mexico,
demonstrating her involvement behind the scenes.

By Other Photographers: Famous photographers captured her with cameras, like Jacques Héripret’s 1968 photo of her with a
Nikon F, highlighting her lifelong passion.

losgatos—saratogacameraclub.org 10
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Carolyn Ramsay Award

by Chris Cassell

The Carolyn Ramsay Award Winner for 2025
is Jim Lamb

The Carolyn Ramsay Award recognizes a club member who,
each year, stands out both for their extraordinary service to the
club and for their excellence as a photographer.

The award was named for and endowed (on her passing) by
club member Carolyn Ramsay. If you're interested in learning
more about her, check our website here. The award is decided by
the three most recent awardees. Those are Mercury Freedom in
2022, Irina Nekrasova in 2023, and me in 2024.

The 2025 winner of the Carolyn Ramsay Award is James

Lamb. In addition to doing well enough in our competitions

to be eligible, Jim has served the club energetically in several
roles. After our club joined N4C (Northern CA Council of
Camera Clubs) a few years ago, Jim took on the role of the club’s
Representative to that organization. Jim has also done very well
at communicating information from N4C to our club members.
This includes info about photo-related events and discount
opportunities that increase the value of being a LGSCC member.

You may also have seen Jim at a laptop at our hybrid meetings
(live + Zoom), working to get those meetings functioning well.
In that and other behind-the-scenes capacities, Jim has brought
his considerable expertise to the club as Assistant Webmaster,
and he’s now taken on the primary Webmaster role for the club.
Jim was also a founder, and is a Group Manager, for

the relatively new Hwy 395 SIG, which has interest in
photographing the eastern Sierra.

Besides these roles, Jim is always quick to step in and help with
any situation that arises and is always friendly and congenial
with the other club members. With all this going for him, Irina,
Mercury and I had little trouble deciding that Jim should be the
2025 Carolyn Ramsay Awardee.

Jim Lamb (Left) receives award from previous winner Chris Cassell

Great Photography Articles/Videos

Adobe Project Graph - Integrated Apps https://blog.adobe.com/media 1616c89f64ef7aafc568a94898893b99edbd9a22e.mp4

Adobe Future- https://www.creativeblog.com/tech/from-firefly-to-graph-how-adobe-thinks-creatives-will-use-ai-in-2026

LightRoom Profiles - https://fstoppers.com/lightroom/why-your-lightroom-profile-choice-quietly-shapes-entire-edit-721199

Smart Phone Camera Tips - https://121clicks.com/tutorials/mobile-photography-tips-you-should-know/

Copyrights of all photos in this publication are retained by the photographers credited.

Key Contacts

President Membership Webmaster Magazine Editor Official publication of the Los Gatos-
Kent Bossange Mary Ellen Rick Whitacre Eric Gray Saratoga Camera Club, a club
kent@bossange.com mekaschub@comcast.net  whitacre.rick@gmail.com  eric@gdacreative.com member of the Photographic

Society of America
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